[bookmark: _GoBack]Elsa Hennings was one of the founding members of the Ridgecrest Charter School, and served on the governing board during the first six years of the school's operation.  During that time, she was involved with generating the original charter document, bylaws, and policies, installing the playground equipment, fencing, and landscaping, renewal of the charter, purchase of the facility, and negotiating with the Sierra Sands Unified School District superintendent for Proposition 39 facility support.  Following a four year hiatus from the board, she was appointed in July 2011 to finish the term of board member Jerry Perez who moved from the area.  Elsa is the Navy's chief engineer for parachute systems, and also serves as a parachute consultant for NASA. In these roles, she has become aware of the increasing demand for scientists and engineers, and is committed to providing early awareness and preparation for a technical career to the children of the community.
